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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 13, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Representative Barry Faulkner, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, Library Director Cadigan 
Gregory, State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, State Senator Jay Kahn, Bryan Rudgers among others on 
the call who did not speak. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated those gathered with the most recent numbers:  3239 cases in NH, with 1234 recovered 
and 142 deaths.  No change to Swanzey number and Cheshire County is at 44 cases. He said there is a 
Governor’s briefing at 3 pm.  He noted a number of calls be hosted by local organizations which staff will 
be monitoring. Old Home Day committee members will be meeting with Board next week about that 
event. Branley said he has not yet had contact with the American Legion about flags for Memorial Day. 
Branley did a Screen Share showing Town Clerk revenue from motor vehicle registrations. He showed a 
small loss in March and about even in April as compared to prior year.  He said that a Trustee for 
Stratton Free Library has said they have started curbside service.  
 
Gregory said the $5,000 grant form NH Humanities Council was award to the Library to support mobile 
hotspots and Chromebooks to patrons without internet access. Mt. Caesar Library staff are working 
many hours behind the scenes.  Colby said Chromebooks are in short supply and said he hoped Gregory 
would be able to find them. Kahn noted CARES funding can be used for Chromebooks and Lisa Wood 
may have a site to purchase from and maybe perhaps a group discount could be considered. Gregory 
said she didn’t know what the end date was for the grant but thought it might be October. 
 
Branley noted the evening meeting about the proposed Fire Station.  Faulkner spoke about 
unemployment claims still giving trouble to folks. He said he learned the State unemployment office is 
doing what they can to service claims. He said the problem was mainly personnel needed to answer the 
influx of calls, so they increased staff to cover phones.  
 
Branley spoke about some folks having a difficult time getting workers back to work. He noted that 
Human Services and Resources Coordinator Edna Coates has folks who have been laid off and who are 
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willing to do general labor work. He added that if anyone hears of a business in need of employees to 
speak to Coates. Faulkner added that even part-time employees can qualify for the stimulus program 
funds.  
 
There was a discussion about self-employed folks having a difficult time making an unemployment claim 
due to the fact that the State software isn’t set up for them. Faulkner said the problem is that self-
employed persons have no work history, but they can be put in for the minimum dollars. When income 
is documented, they could then qualify for full amount. People who have jobs in multiple states also 
have a difficult time filing for unemployment. 
 
Gomarlo said she knows of one person who is self-employed who didn’t make enough to file an income 
tax return and eventually he did get some funding by persisting. Another person works in Massachusetts 
and lives in NH had a difficult time initially but did get through eventually.  Faulkner said a three-week 
delay for getting funds is not bad. Kahn said that if you hear of someone who has caught up, there is 
interest from hearing from them. 
 
Rudgers said folks who are on disability are having an issue not receiving any stimulus funds. Kahn said if 
you didn’t file an income tax form or use a direct deposit if you did, the process takes more time.  
 
Branley asked for other items. Kahn said he did ask at the State level about summer programs and 
camps but has not heard back as yet.  
 
Colby said the Board has been having meetings on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and would like to 
change to Tuesday and Thursday, just two times a week, starting next week. Branley said that would 
enable easier access to the Governor’s briefings. There was no objection to that change so it was agreed 
by consensus to begin 2 pm meetings on Tuesday and Thursday next week, May 19 and May 21. 
 
Meeting over at 2:20 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 20, 2020 
 


